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[76] but a hatchet-stroke on the head, from which
she died on the spot.

These Barbarians, after sacrificing this poor victim
to their fury, discovered the trail of the people of the
lake, who, entertaining some fear of the Iroquois,
had, to the number of forty-five, ensconced them-
selves with their women and children within a pali-
saded enclosure. A few, however, persisted in
leaving the rest, for the purpose of living by their
hunting; and, of two young men remaining in the
woods, one fell into the enemy’s hands.

The latter suspected, after capturing this prisoner,
that he could not be alone. Indeed, the Iroquois’
trail having been discovered by a young Montagnais
who had come out of the fort, he retraced his steps,
and gave the alarm to his countrymen.

[77] Thereupon, fourteen of the bravest went out
to reconnoiter the enemy, but were soon surrounded
and attacked on all sides. The Iroquois, superior in
numbers, killed four of them at the outset and took
three prisoners, although our men made a gallant
defense, killing two of their foes on the spot and
wounding others.

The seven Montagnais who were left withdrew
into their palisade, and thought only how to
strengthen their position; while the Iroquois, aston-
ished at our men’s courage, concluded to return in
haste with their four captives.

They plied their paddles vigorously for two whole
days; but the nights, which bring rest to all man-
kind, were employed in burning our Captives un-
mercifully. They began by cutting off a thumb of
each, [78] to make them unable to unbind themselves,
and continued their other cruelties upon them.



